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MITSUKAIDO TOOWOOMBA  ROTARY CLUB SHORT EXCHANGE
PROGRAM

This program began in 1986. It followed Chiharu litsuka’s 1981 12 month inbound
exchange in Toowoomba, which was so successful that close contact was maintained between
our two clubs and in 1984 the Mitsikaido President, the enthusiastic Mr Somiya and his
charming wife, visited Toowoomba. He suggested the short student exchange which we then
arranged.

On 16tk August 1986 Akko Kitamura, one of the two students from Mitsukaido,
arrived in our home. 24 years later, yesterday, her daughter, Saweko, aged 15, arrived at

Doug and Kerry Gibson’s home as one of three Mitsukaido students this year.
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Mitsukaido is a city of about 45,000 and is a two hour drive north of Tokyo. The
exchange has been for approximately ten days, in Toowoomba in August, and Mitsukaido in
January, and has happened most of the years since 1986. 100 to120 students from
Mitsukaido and Toowoomba have been involved, usually aged between 13 and 17, although
the Bryant twins made history when they went to Mitsukaido aged only 11! They did very
well. More than 20 Rotarians and family members have also visited either Mitsukaido or
Toowoomba over the years. The hospitality, fellowship, care, and organisation in
Mitsukaido has been outstanding .

In the 1980s it became evident to me that one of the problems with our exchange
programs was that suddenly on July 1st each year we had new and different Directors, and
sometimes exchange students tended to be forgotten. It was for this reason that I offered
to act as a continuing Counsellor to both long and short term exchange students, and to my
surprise ended up doing this for most of the next 20 years.

Our club connection with Japan has extended outside Mitsukaido. Rotarians from our
Sister club for many years, Tsuruga, on the west coast of Honshu visited us with a gift of
three superb stone lanterns for the then new japanese garden at the University. We have
also had 10 long term students, 5 going to japan and 5 coming to Toowoomba.

It was just great yesterday to see all our new students and all our host families together
on arrival, and all happy and enthusiastic.

I hope that as many as possible of our club become involved in this and all future

exchanges, and if so, your lives could change for ever, and for the better!
Patrick Murray 9.8.2010.
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